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Don’t forget to bring this to your first lesson– 

achievement points for full completion.  



There is no better time to be involved in Pol-

itics. Whether you have picked the course 

with a career in mind, because it is a       

challenging and rewarding subject or out 

of sheer curiosity, you have made an excel-

lent choice.  

 

The work to complete in this pack will help 

build on your political knowledge, context 

and understanding as well as giving you an 

insight into some of the topics that you will 

study in the next two years. 

 

The topics that we will be completing in the 

next two years are as follows: 

 

Component 1: 

UK Politics 

YEAR 12/13 

1. Democracy and Participation 

2. Political parties 

3. Electoral systems 

4. Voting behaviour and the media 

+ Core Political Ideas: conservatism, liberalism, socialism.  

Component 2: 

UK Government 

YEAR 12 

  

1. The constitution and devolution 

2. Parliament 

3. Prime Minister and Executive 

4. Relationships between branches 

5. Non core ideology —feminism. 

Component 3: 

US Politics 

YEAR 13 

1. US constitution and Federalism 

2. Congress 

3. US presidency 

4. The supreme court and civil rights 

5. Democracy and participation 

6. comparative theory with UK 



It is important that you have a ‘general’ 
understanding of Politics. It will really 
help when you begin the study of the 
subject if you have an understanding of 
the ‘basics’ and can discuss some      
current events in class. 
 
With that in mind, there are a few       
resources you can use to begin gathering 
a bank of knowledge to help. 
 
Your first task in preparing is to spend  
5-10 hours completing some of the 
things listed below. 

1. Watch the news—this is something you can do every day, live or on 

catch up. Even if you just watch it for 15 minutes, you will quickly start to 

see different perspectives on politics and examples of current issues / de-

bates.  

2. Watch a VARIETY of news. Don’t just stick to the BBC—remember that 

every organisation has some form, even if it is very small, of political bias. 

Try the BBC, Sky News, TLDR News (on YouTube), ITV news, Channel 4 etc. 

When watching, see if you can notice any political bias towards either 

labour or conservative. 

3. YouTube is an excellent resource—you can find a limitless amount of 

guides, information clips, catch up, key events videos etc. Use this if you 

don’t always like to sit and read. TLDR News has quite a good political fo-
cus. 

4. Prime Minister Question time—watch this live every Wednesday at 12:00 

noon, or on catch up.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006nldz 

5.  READ the news—grab a newspaper and head to the politics section—

here you will find general stories, individual perspectives and so on. 

Reading is a key part of the course, so get used to it! 

6. Useful websites: 

https://www.tutor2u.net/politics/videos 

https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/articles-reports/2019/12/17/how-britain-

voted-2019-general-election 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/election-2019-50770798 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006nldz
https://www.tutor2u.net/politics/videos
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/articles-reports/2019/12/17/how-britain-voted-2019-general-election
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/articles-reports/2019/12/17/how-britain-voted-2019-general-election
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/election-2019-50770798


Your time studying politics will be split between Mr O’Reilly and Mrs Baker.  

 

Mr O’Reilly will be teaching Paper 1—which will focus on UK Politics (see page 2), Mrs 

Baker will teach you about paper 2—this focuses on UK Government and feminism.  

 

These two areas are different, and so you need to complete some preparation for both. 

Split the remaining time (roughly 10 hours after the general preparation) between the 

next few pages of tasks. 

1. Use the Commons website to create a timeline of all elections 

since the 1980's. Include- The parties which ran, the key issues and 

the results 

 

2. Watch 'Brexit the Uncivil War' (Channel 4)- Make a list of... 

 'Key individuals' 

 Controversies 

 Question - Why did Britain vote to leave? 

 Question - How important was Dominic Cummings to the        

victory? 

 

3. Watch 'The Blair Years' (YouTube). Answer the following ques-

tions: 

 Why was Blair able to win such a big majority? 

 How much did Blair change in his early years (1997-2001) 

 To what extent did the Iraq war damage Blair's reputation? 

 The final years- what led to Blair's downfall? 

 

4. Should the UK give 16 and 17 year olds the vote? https://

www.youtube.com/results?

search_query=should+the+UK+give+16+and+17+year+olds+the+v

ote  

 research arguments for and against giving people your age the 

vote 

 Come to a judgement– do you want to vote at 16? Explain why 



On the next few pages are a series of case studies that help to outline some issues that 

will be discussed in our first topic. We will be focusing on the UK Constitution. Read each 

case study, highlight it as you go, then have a go at answering the questions at the end. 







Questions: 

 

What can we learn about politics from the issues caused by  

COVID-19? 

 

Can you think of / find any more examples of where COVID-19 has 

caused significant political division? 



 

Politicians are bound by Collective Ministerial responsibility and individual 

ministerial responsibility. These conventions (expected of them but not legal-

ly binding) are designed to ensure that politicians act in the best interests of 

the government, their party and their constituents. If a politician is found to 

be breaking this convention, they are ‘supposed’ to step down. You need 

to know a variety of case studies where there has been scandal and minis-

ters have failed to step down.  

 

Research the following case studies and decided whether you think they 

should be bound by CMR/IMR or not! 

 

 

 

 
Case study 1: Gavin Williamson ‘bullying texts’ to Wendy Morton, Chief Whip 

(2022) 

 

 

What was the big story? 

 

 

 

 

 

What was the outcome? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Does the concept of individual ministerial responsibility apply here? Explain 

 

 

 



 

Case study 2: John Profumo and the Profumo affair 

1963 

 

 

What was the big story? 

 

 

 

 

 

What was the outcome? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Does the concept of individual ministerial responsibility apply here? Explain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Case study 3: Robin Cooke and Iraq (2003) 

 

 

What was the big story? 

 

 

 

 

 

What was the outcome? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Does the concept of collective ministerial responsibility apply here? Explain 



Questions: 

 

Do you think each new government should face a fixed 

term? (a fixed amount of years before a new election can 

be called). Explain your   answer. 

 

Do you agree that the term should be 5 years? Do you be-

lieve it should be shorter or longer, and what are the diffi-

culties faced in deciding the time frame of a fixed term 

(think about ability to achieve manifestos and also trying to 

avoid an undemocratic situation). 

If you finish all of the tasks, remember to continue 

with the general preparation. There is an endless 

amount to read/watch—also use podcasts if you    

prefer to listen– the Rest is Politics is a must! 

 

Good luck and we look forward to seeing you in  

September. 

 

If you need any help or have any questions, email: 

A.Hickson@bishopwalsh.net 


